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Last Friday Peter Garrett, from Public Realm and I took a walk around the town; we inspected the Skate park which
we found in use by the local pre-school. The supervisor told us that it is frequently used by them as a play facility,
but that it always brushed and cleaned by them to ensure it is safe for the children to enter. Broken glass is often
found and removed. The grass in the park area was of a reasonable length. Grass cutting is on schedule.
The circular seat in the market place was inspected; although this has been repaired it is due to be replaced. This
needed to be approved by the Heritage department, and planning permission will be sought shortly.
We looked at the bench outside Partridges shop, where boys use skate boards, endangering the lives of pedestrians,
passing motorists and themselves. Peter will be looking into modifying this bench so as to make skate boarding over
it impossible.
I shall be away in mid-September, so to give a heads up on the forthcoming introduction of the Community Housing
Fund; this was launched by the government at the end of December 2016 to help 148 councils tackle the problem of
high levels of second home ownership in their communities, or where housing affordability is an issue in rural
communities.
The fund comes in form of a grant to local authorities from the department of local government and communities.
There will be two payments designed to support local community led affordable housing projects, aimed at first time
buyers and those who need rental accommodation, and are priced out of the local market.
This money has been raised through additional income from the increased stamp Duty land tax which applies when
an additional home is purchased, either as a second residence or as a buy to let.
Community led housing involves local people playing a leading role in solving the local housing problems by creating
genuinely affordable and lower cost homes.
There will be workshops for Town and Parish councillors and for Community led housing groups, on how to set up a
Community Land trust in the coming months. I understand that grants will be up to £5,000 per project.
In the course of the last month I have attended meetings of the Babergh district Council cabinet, Conservative group,
informal discussions regarding the boundary review, SSL, portfolio holders meetings. One extremely pleasant
morning was spent at Shotley primary school, where I presented the children with certificates for their Litter
reduction posters.

Councillor Christina Campbell
Hadleigh North

