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HADLEIGH TOWN COUNCIL
Minutes of the Meeting of the Council
held on the 18th January 2018
----Present:

Councillors: Free (Town Mayor), Angland, Byrne, Cook, Fraser,
Haines, Haylock, Matthews, Monks, Shearly-Sanders, Whiting,
Wilson, Wiltshire and Young

In attendance:

Suffolk County Councillor Fraser and Babergh District
Councillors Campbell, and Grandon and 11 members of the
public.
-----

143. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Apologies were received from Councillor Sheldrick due to work
commitments. This apology was accepted.
144. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
Councillor Matthews declared a pecuniary interest in minute no: 161
Finance & Personnel Committee Report – Part 2 – as he is married to
the tenant of Cemetery Lodge.
Councillor Wiltshire declared a non-pecuniary interest in minute no: 158
– Town Matters – as she is a signatory for the Skate Park Group.
145. MINUTES
The Minutes of the Meeting of the Council held on the 21st December
2017, a copy of which is included in the Minute Book were taken as
read, subject to the paragraph in minute no: 141 Town Matters –
reading:
Councillor Young asked had there been any further progress regarding
the letter from the Chief Executive Officer of Babergh District Council.
The Clerk replied that we were waiting for more information.
were confirmed and signed.
Voting was 12 for and 1 abstention.
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MATTERS ARISING
There were no matters arising.
At this point the meeting was adjourned for members of
the public to speak on fundraising for the skate park
extension; Hadleigh Town Council accounts and website
and the Neighbourhood Plan.
146. POLICE
A written report had been provided for Councillors. In the report it
advised that the higher crime figures for the North of Hadleigh could be
due to the fact that the industrial estate and main supermarket are in
this area.
The Clerk provided the current community Speedwatch figures:
65
vehicles caught speeding
40
letters sent
18
incidents of Police discretion
7
no trace of registration numbers provided
147. REPORTS OF THE COUNTY & DISTRICT COUNCILLORS
Written reports had been received from Suffolk County Council Fraser
and Babergh District Councillors Campbell, Dawson and Grandon.
Councillor Grandon answered questions on pre-application advice;
decriminalisation of parking; the future of the Corks Lane Site and the
referendum.
Both District Councillors confirmed that the information provided by
Councillor Dawson advising that Angel Court would become 34 flats
was incorrect as nothing has been finalised. Questions were also
raised from Councillor Dawson’s report on the Boundary Commission
review and the reduction in District Councillors from 4 to 3 with each
ward being covered by one specific Councillor not having the three
Councillors covering all Hadleigh.
Councillor Fraser answered questions on the new heritage centre in
Ipswich and would there be adequate parking for this new facility. He
advised that planning consent had been granted to the operators of
Hadleigh Quarry but he would be working with Suffolk Highways
regarding safety at the road junction which he hoped would be taken on
board.
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148. MAYOR’S COMMUNICATIONS
The Mayor took the opportunity to wish you all a Happy New Year.
Since taking office I have attended nearly 50 engagements. Over half
of these have been events in the town including the May Show, opening
new businesses and attending one resident’s 100th birthday party. I
went to France with the Twinning Association and spent Christmas Day
as a volunteer of the Christmas Present Trust.
In December Councillor Shearly-Sanders advised me in a letter that he
had made a Code of Conduct complaint against me. The Monitoring
Officer was contacted to find out if the role of Mayor was affected and
how many complaints were held against Councillors. I was advised that
the Deputy Mayor had also made a complaint against the Mayor but the
Role of Mayor was unaffected. I am also in receipt of complaints held
by the Monitoring Officer.
The Clerk reported information received on the Spring Clean Suffolk
2018 which was passed to Councillor Young as the organiser of the
Tidy Town Volunteers. The Mayor thanked the volunteers for the work
they carry out around the town.
149. STANDING ORDER NO. 40
Councillor Young asked the Town Clerk to confirm that there has been
consultation with the insurers over the cemetery extension and have
they confirmed that they will provide full public liability cover for the
revised cemetery extension?
The Town Clerk answered Yes
Councillor Wilson stated that the Town Clerk has given various reasons
for dissolving the Neighbourhood Plan Working Group, the latest being
that information was received from a confidential source indicating this
Council may be drawn into disrepute. If we accept the source is
confidential, why has the information received not been divulged to the
Councillors. The inference is that one or more of the Neighbourhood
Plan Working Group are implicated in bringing the Council into
disrepute but no action has been taken against them. Have any
Councillors been privy to the information received by the Clerk.
The Town Clerk answered No
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Councillor Shearly Sanders presented the following information:
BUDGET REPORT 2017/2018
Capital Fund Paragraph 6.3 states –
“As has been recognised in previous years’ budget approaches, it is
important to build the Fund so that there are reserves to deal with any
significant unexpected maintenance demands on the Town
Hall/Guildhall Complex”
“Capital Costs can be expected in the next few years at Layham Road
Sports Ground”
Town Council has approved and is working on a project to renew
changing rooms at Layham Road which the Town Council owns. By
March 2017 the Fund balance should have been £143,000
 The TH/GC Complex is not owned by Town Council– it is owned by the
Guildhall Charity and there does not appear to be any Council obligation
to repair it or make grant available for repairs; and
 The Town Council as trustee of the Guildhall Trust is under an
obligation establish and maintain an Extraordinary Repair Fund to
provide for extraordinary repair and the like, Paragraph 24
(Extraordinary Repair Fund) of its Trust Document
Then asked:
1
the TH/GC (not being a Council owned property) be excluded as
a potential beneficiary from this Council Fund in the Budget and rely on
its own Extraordinary Repair Fund after that , and only if appropriate,
apply for grant like everybody else in Hadleigh?; and
2
the present balance of the fund be “earmarked” for the Council’s
Layham Road sports project which is under way now?
It was felt that this question needed to be discussed and would be on
the next Town Council Agenda
Councillor Wilson asked if the Town Clerk would research the cost of a
mobile Loop System and microphones/speakers for meetings.
The Town Clerk advised that this instruction had already been agreed
by Town Council and a Company were visiting the building next week.
Councillor Shearly Sanders asked who authorised the recent Section 73
planning application for the cemetery extension.
The Town Clerk advised that the authority had been given to her by full
Council to complete this project.
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Councillor Shearly-Sanders asked how many members of the public
have expressed an interest in helping with the Neighbourhood Plan?
The Town Clerk was unable to answer this question as prior notice had
not been given.
Councillor Cook felt that these questions raised were extremely lengthy,
complicated and difficult to take in during a meeting. She requested
that Councillors questions be submitted in writing prior to the meeting in
order that answers could be provided.
150. ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT
It was RESOLVED that accounts amounting to £15,978.70 including
HMRC, Utilities, SCC Pension Fund and staff salaries, details of which
are listed in the Schedule contained in the Minute Book, be approved
for payment.
Voting was 12 for and 1 abstention.
151. PLANNING COMMITTEE
The Minutes of the Meeting of the Committee held on the 11th January
2018, a copy of which is included in the Minute Book, were noted.
152. FINANCE & PERSONNEL COMMITTEE – PART 1
The Report of the Meeting of the Committee held on the 11th January
2017, a copy of which is included in the Minute Book, was received and
accepted including the recommendation to provide a grant of £250 to
the Wool Towns to help with funding.
Councillor Angland thanked the Town Clerk for her work on budgeting
for the next financial year and was sure residents would be pleased that
there would be no increase in Hadleigh Town Council’s precept.
153. SPORTS & OPEN SPACES COMMITTEE
The Report of the Meeting of the Committee held on the 4th January
2018, a copy of which is included in the Minute Book, was received and
accepted.
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154. BUDGET 2018/19
a) Members considered the Budget Report of the Finance & Personnel
Committee and its recommendations a copy of which is included in
the Minute Book.
b) Members were required to determine a recommended Precept for
the year 2018/2019 of £315,499
This was proposed and duly seconded. Voting was unanimously in
favour of the Precept noting this was a 0% increase for Hadleigh
residents and the Band D equivalent for the year 2018/2019 would be
£110.81 based on a Tax base figure of £2847.21.
Voting was 8 for and 5 abstentions
Councillor Shearly-Sanders expressed his disappointment that the
document had not been received prior to the meeting. The Town Clerk
advised that this would normally have been completed in December but
due to the high level of e.mails and correspondence being received from
Councillors this had delayed completion.
Councillor Whiting reiterated Councillor Angland’s previous comments
and thanked the Town Clerk for an extremely good job and felt that the
zero rates was very pleasing as Hadleigh Town Council are one of the
only authorities to achieve this.
155. REPRESENTATIVES
Councillor Monks reported a letter sent to her from FIND (Families in
Need) thanking Hadleigh Town Council for the food donated to the
Christmas Tree Appeal. Councillor Monks thanked the Town Council
staff for their assistance in co-ordinating the collection. Over 1,000
households had received Christmas boxes.
156. HADLEIGH TOWN FORUM
Councillor Young reporting that there had been no meeting this year but
it was hoped to hold one next week. She invited the Tourism Working
Group, the Mayor and any other Councillors to join them if they would
be interested in organising future events.
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157. MOTION FROM COUNCILLOR WILSON
Councillor Wilson put forward the motion “That all Hadleigh Town
Council meetings with effect from February 2018 be held in a location
accessible to people with mobility problems”.
Councillor Wilson agreed to change the motion to “March 2018” to give
time for alternative venues to be investigated.
Voting was 11 for and 2 abstentions.
The Clerk was asked to investigate alternative venues and report back
to the next meeting.
The Town Clerk quoted from the Arnold Baker book “If the Council owns
a suitable room in the locality which it can use free of charge meetings
must be held there, if not, then at all reasonable times and after
reasonable notice, the Council may use, free of charge, a room in any
school maintained by the local education authority or any room
maintainable out of any rate, but a room in a dwelling house cannot be
required for the purpose nor may a meeting be held so as to interfere
with the hours in which a room is needed for education, justice or
police”. Suffolk County Councillor Fraser was requested to find out from
Suffolk County Council if they would be willing to fund a room for use by
Hadleigh Town Council.
158. TOWN MATTERS
The Town Clerk reported a request to allocate Section 106 monies to
the Skate Park extension. Babergh District Council currently hold
£6,000 for Hadleigh. It was agreed that Hadleigh Town Council would
support this request.
159. CIRCULARS AND REPORTS
The following were received:
a) Hadleigh Community News – January 2018
b) The Clerk – January 2018
c) Clerks & Councils Direct – January 2018
d) In Touch – January 2018
e) LCR – Winter 2017
f) Lighthouse Newsletter – December 2017
g) Fields In Trust – Autumn/Winter 2017
h) Local Councils Update
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160. Confidential Item – In pursuance of Section 2 of the Public Bodies
(Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 the Press and the Public shall be
excluded for the next item of business on the grounds that it is likely to
be prejudicial to the public interest by reason of the confidential nature
of the business to be transacted or for other special reasons stated in
the resolution and arising from the nature of that business or of the
proceedings.
161. FINANCE & PERSONNEL COMMITTEE – PART 2
The Report of the Meeting of the Committee held on the 11th January
2017, a copy of which is included in the Minute Book, was received and
accepted.

There being no further business the meeting closed at 9.15pm
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